
1870s

1875 18801870

Typical House 

Styles Built in 

Ontario during 

this time period

Queen Anne Eastlake Shingle Stick

Gabled roof, usually 
steeply pitched

Decorative trusses 
in gables

Diagonal or 
curving porch 

supports

Overhanging 
eaves, usually with 
exposed rafter ends

Horizontal and vertical bands 
(less commonly diagonal) 
raised from wall surfaces for 
emphasis

Wooden wall cladding (boards 
or shingles)

Steeply pitched cross gables 
usually present

Context Model Colony Context

Citrus Context

1876
.Many American historians believe the 

Anmerican Victorian Age began in 1876 
when Reconstruction was coming to a 

conclusion after the Civil War.

Edison 
developed 

phonograph

Edison 
develops 

incandescent 
light         
bulb

Bell 
invents the 
telephone



1880s

1888
Gravity Mule Car was established along the 
Euclid Avenue median.  Mules pulled cars 
uphill to San Antonio Heights and rode on 

the cars downhill to Ontario.

1885
Chaffey Agricultural College of the University 
of California opened with 12 students and 9 

teachers,  Construction began in March, 1883.  
The first class graduated in June, 1890.

1887
Southern Pacific Railroad 

provides service to Ontario and 
Santa Fe Railroad provides 

service to North Ontario (now 
Upland).  Union Pacific Railroad 

comes to Ontario in 1903.

1882
George and William B. Chaffey innovatively 
planned the Model Colony complete with a 

central boulevard (Euclid Avenue), agricultural 
college (Chaffey College) and a mutual water 

company (San Antonio Water Co.).  The Chaffey 
Bros. named the development ñOntarioò after 

their hometown of Ontario, Canada.  They sold 
a variety of lots bundled with water rights for 
$150-$250 per acre. Chaffey Bros. sold their 
Ontario interests for $275,000 in1886 to Los 
Angeles real estate brokers and bankers and 

headed to Australia to plan more irrigation 
colonies in 1886.

1883
Euclid Avenue completed and 8,000 
trees planted along it.  The fountain 

shown in the median was rumored to be 
turned on when trains arrived from Los 

Angeles to show that water was 
available.  The fountain was moved to its  

current location in front of the Old City 
Hall in 1983-84 as a result of the Euclid 

Avenue underpass project.

1885 18901880

Typical House 

Styles Built in 

Ontario during 

this time period

Queen Anne Eastlake Shingle Stick

Decorative trusses 
in gables

Gabled roof, usually 
steeply pitched

Diagonal or 
curving porch 

supports

Overhanging 
eaves, usually with 
exposed rafter ends

Horizontal and vertical bands 
(less commonly diagonal) 
raised from wall surfaces for 
emphasis

Wooden wall cladding (boards 
or shingles)

Steeply pitched cross gables 
usually present

1882
San Antonio Water Co. incorporated.  
Each land owner owned shares in the 

water company and were guaranteed a 
fair share of the available water supply.

Context Model Colony Context

1889
Ontario has 2,471 acres in citrus 

and is rated the City with the 
second largest citrus acreage in 

the State.  The first railcar of 
oranges is shipped from Ontario 

out of state.

Citrus Context

1889
John S. Armstrong arrived in 

Ontario.   Within a few years of his 
arrival, he started Armstrong 
Nursery which specialized in 

Eucalyptus (for wind rows) and 
Olive trees.  It was not for several 
decades that his name became 

synonymous with roses.

1886
Charles Frankish managed the 

new land company (Ontario Land 
and Improvement Company) 

from 1886 until he purchased its 
holdings in 1912 when it became 

the Frankish Co.  The water 
fountain, land and commerce 
office, gravity mule car, and 

lavish homes along the Union 
Pacific Railroad helped to market 
Ontario to prospective residents 

and investors.

Roll-in 
camera 

first sold �±
The Kodak

Electric 
streetcar 

developed


