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IMPLEMENTATION

6.1 INTRODUCTION

This section covers guidelines, policies and recommended actions to meet the recreation needs of
Ontario residents. The section discusses Park Goals and Policies, Park Improvement Standards

and Land Opportunities.

Policies and standards provide the basis for implementation of parks and recreation programs.
The Park Goals and Policies Action Plan provided in this chapter recommend general policies, as
well as general policies. General policy recommendations address areas that include: park
planning, design and development, park land acquisition and operations and maintenance. These
guidelines and policies will provide a framework for the City Council and staff as they make
decisions about meeting the residents’ recreation needs.

Land acquisition opportunities are directed primarily towards meeting general community needs
which have been identified in the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan by means of a
community telephone survey, interviews, surveys and questionnaires, and community workshops.
Some of the major needs expressed by the community through the needs study process were
additional lighted sports fields; a soccer sports complex; a softball sports complex; an aquatic
complex, skate parks; additional passive picnic areas and multi-generational neighborhood
community centers that can accommodate various community activities.

6.2 PARK AND RECREATION GOALS AND POLICIES

The following goals have been identified in this Action Plan as important recommendations to
meet the recreation needs for the residents of the City of Ontario.

GOAL #1: Maximize use of current park facilities to provide for more effective
and efficient use of existing parks and recreation facilities, and
encourage redevelopment and renovation of the parks and recreation
facilities as necessary.

GOAL #2: Renovate existing parks in the City of Ontario to include additional
recreational amenities required to meet the future needs and desires of
the City and its residents.

GOAL #3: Develop special community facilities that serve the entire City (e.g.,
multi-field soccer and adult softball complexes suitable for community
play, an aquatics complex, additional multi-generational
neighborhood community centers, skate parks, and a roller hockey
facility).

GOAL #4: Strengthen the existing joint-use agreements between the City of

Ontario and the five (5) School Districts, for provision of recreational
facilities that reflect the current and future needs of the City.
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The goals are general to the City of Ontario and should be achieved by the implementation of the
following policies and action items. The following support policies and action items in this Action
Plan are intended to provide guidance to the City of Ontario in planning, designing and building
new parks and recreation facilities in the City, renovating existing parks and recreation facilities;
and continuing to improve the ongoing maintenance and operations. These policies and action
items are general enough to allow flexibility, while being able to provide the City staff and sports
organizations and groups with clear direction now, in the short term, and in the long term.

Each policy deals with a rather broad topic, while the action items that follow each policy are
more detailed and intended to assist the City and various sports and recreation groups in meeting
the intent of the policy.

6.2.1 EXISTING PARK SITE ENHANCEMENT

Policy 1: Evaluate existing parks on a regular basis and identify those sites that
require enhancement, renovation and/or improvements.

Action Item 1.1: Enhance, renovate and expand existing City parks and facilities as identified
in this Section Six (6) and Section Seven (7), Capital Improvement Plan, of
this Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Facility Master Plan.

Action Item 1.2 Encourage development of new park sites in South-Eastern Ontario to
meet the needs of new housing and growing families. Tables 6-7 and 6-8,
in this document, identify potential new community and neighborhood park
sites.

Action Item 1.3: Assign high priority to the improvement, rehabilitation, addition of new
amenities and renovation of existing parks in older neighborhoods,
particularly in North-Western and North-Eastern Ontario, and to the
development of new neighborhood parks in those areas currently under
served.

6.2.2 PARK SITE SELECTION CRITERIA

Policy 2: Develop criteria for locating parks and recreation facilities.

Action Item 2.1: Locate and orient new parks and recreation facilities or improvements to
current recreational facilities by using the following criteria to facilitate
surveillance, security, policing and maintenance:

a) Require proposed park locations to be reviewed by City staff, Recreation
and Parks Commission and Planning Commission prior to or at the time of

the tentative map approval for safe, efficient, and convenient access and
relationship to surrounding uses.
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Policy 3:

Action Item 3.1:

b)

d)

g)
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Locate parks adjacent to collector streets for safe, efficient, and convenient

~vehicular access. Siting of community parks adjacent to freeways may be

permitted but is discouraged. No park access (vehicular access) should be
permitted off arterial streets.

Locate parks adjacent to school sites to create joint-use agreement
opportunities between the school and the community. Develop planning
and design guidelines in cooperation with the City and the School District
to establish criteria for locating park sites directly adjacent to public school
sites.

Orient neighborhood parks to encourage convenient and safe pedestrian
access.

Locate special use parks such as adult softball/baseball complexes and
soccer complexes and aquatic centers adjacent to major arterials.

Utilize parks as focal points for community and neighborhood
development.

Maximize aesthetic value of neighborhood parks by selecting locations of
high visibility that integrate well with the neighborhood.

Regquire that all proposed parkland be reviewed and evaluated by the
City Council prior to acceptance of the parkland by the City.

Continue the City’s policy of accepting land parcels for parkland should be
at the City Council’s discretion and, in exercising its discretion, Council
may consider the following criteria, in addition to any other the Council
considers relevant;

Topography, soils, soil stability, drainage location of land in subdivision
available for dedication.

Size and shape of the subdivision and land available for dedication.
Physical relations of the site to the surrounding neighborhood(s).

Location of the site with regard to accessibility to the residents of the
neighborhood(s) and its contribution to neighborhood security.

The City of Ontario should target the acquisition of private or utility
company property or the City of Ontario’s vacant land owned by the
redevelopment agency to gain additional lands for the formation of public
parks and recreation facilities.
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6.2.3 PARK ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

Policy 4:

Action Item 4.1;

Action Item 4.2:

Action Item 4.3:

Action Item 4.4:

Action Item 4.5:

Action Item 4.6:

Action Item 4.7:

Action Item 4.8:

Policy 5:

Action Item 5.1

Action Item 5.2:

Develop site-general Master Plans for each existing, planned and future
park to ensure that all requested criteria is being met.

Ensure that the siting of buildings, open air facilities, and landscape
plantings are unified, functionally-related to efficiency, and compatible with
adjacent uses.

Coordinate the locations and species of landscape plants with architectural
and site design.

Confirm that the program and facilities of each park are compatible with
their location and role as identified in the City of Ontario General Plan.

Consider the context of local history and culture when developing the park
theme, utilizing available historic artifacts and other resources where

possible.

Design and build all parks and recreation facilities to be fully accessible to
all park users.

Develop a park site plan that ensures optimum comfort and security for all
park users.

Achieve a creative balance of functional and aesthetic criteria in the design
of each park.

Ensure that the design is compatible with previous planning documents,
including the City of Ontario General Plan.

Establish clearly defined park sizes, recreation uses and other design
criteria for community and neighborhood parks.

Establish a typical service area of:

One and a half (1 ¥2) miles for community parks (20-40) acres

Half ('2) mile radius for neighborhood parks (5-10) acres

Establish new community and neighborhood park size criteria:

Require a usable size of twenty (20) to forty (40) acres* for community

parks, with a minimum size of twenty (20) net acres. Currently, the existing
community parks range from eleven (11) to forty (40) acres.
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