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City of Ontario, Comprehensive Park and Recreation Master Plan

INVENTORY OF PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES

This section provides a summary of existing park and recreation facilities within the City of
Ontario. The inventories show recreation amenities at both community and neighborhood parks
in the City. Tables 2-1 to 2-2 identify facility inventories at both Community Parks and
Neighborhood Park facilities.

Recreation facilities available for community recreational use at public schools are listed.
Facilities at elementary, middle and high schools are listed in Tables 2-3 through 2-3. Maps 2-1
through 2-3 show service areas for Community and Neighborhood Parks and Schools.

Overview

Ontario has 195 acres of developed parkland. The City also has access to additional parkland
that is leased from other agencies. Leased land used as parks include James Galanis, San Antonio
and Mountain View School Parks. The City also owns two golf courses, Whispering Lakes, an
eighteen-hole course and Creekside Golf Course, a nine-hole pitch ‘n putt course.

There are fifteen neighborhood parks ranging in size from 1 to 10 acres. Generally the standard
size for neighborhood parks is a minimum of five acres and up to ten acres in size. Five parks
are classified as community parks sized at 11 to 43 acres.

The City has a variety of recreation buildings or neighborhood community centers at BonView,
Anthony Munoz, De Anza and Westwind Parks. The Senior Center located at the City Hall
Complex houses most of the City’s senior citizens’ programs and is currently under-going
expansion and renovation. Construction of a new teen center and multi-use gymnasium is
planned for De Anza Park. The Armstrong Center, a converted office building, serves as the
base of operation for the Recreation Department, as well as providing activity space. In the
northeastern portion of town, where there are no community facilities available, the City leases
program space to operate a teen center from a local church.

Facility joint-use agreements with the five local school districts allow the City and other
nonprofit groups to utilize school facilities for recreation purposes. One school district in
particular has been very open to expanding the joint-use concept. Efforts have been made to
insure joint-use opportunities in the planning the new high school, Colony High School.
Capitalizing on this would be a cost-effective way to provide activity space.

Creekside, a master planned community in Ontario, provides recreation amenities such as parks
and pools to serve the residents of that development. These facilities are privately owned and
maintained by a homeowners association.

Regional parks and facilities, as well as commercial recreation opportunities located in adjacent

communities also provide a variety of recreational pursuits to Ontario residents. This includes
large picnic areas, performing arts activities and skating, both ice and rollerblade/skateboarding.
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City of Ontario, Comprehensive Park and Recreation Master Plan

Future Park Facility Development — The New Model Colony

This document, The Comprehensive Park and Recreation Master Plan, did not include the
portion of the City called the New Model Colony in the scope of work. A separate master plan
was developed to address future parks and recreation programs for that area. However, staff and
the consultant team felt that because of the many planned facilities for the area and the overall
benefit to the community, that there be some reference to the project in the document.

January 1998, the Ontario City Council adopted the Parks, Recreation and Biological
Resources Implementation Plan which set policies for the development of parks, trails and
open space in the New Model Colony. The New Model Colony, located in southern Ontario,
was land originally used for agricultural purposes, was annexed into the City in November 1999.

The park standard recommended for the area is five acres per one thousand proposed residents.
High quality, safe and usable parks and recreation facilities are planned for development. A
variety of parks and recreation facilities are proposed in the Plan. Both neighborhood and
community parks, adjoining trails for biking and hiking, a golf course and a village green are
recommended for the area. Schools are planned adjacent to parks, not only to promote joint-use
but to encourage joint development opportunities as well. The “school/neighborhood center”
concept is also recommended as part of the Plan.

The centerpiece will be a large village green or central park. Twenty-five percent of the park is
to be used for non-traditional park uses and should include facilities like an arboretum/botanical
garden, children’s zoo and arts plazas. Other elements of the park should include a mix of active
and passive uses that include picnic areas, athletic fields, museums and performance venues.

An extensive trails system is also proposed. Trails to connect neighborhoods, existing and new,
with all parks and recreation facilities are planned.
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